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the oath This first " noyade " may be charitably assigned to
accident, as also may be the second of fifty-eight priests, who
had been sent from Angers to Nantes, and had been placed
in an obviously leaky hulk, but the same excuse cannot by
any possibility be made for those which succeeded. The idea
of drowning his victims struck Carrier as a novel and pleasing
way of exhibiting the Terror and clearing the prisons of
Nantes, and during the next few weeks previous to 20 Nivose
(January 9), at least seven more " noyades" took place, in
which, by the most moderate calculation, 1777 persons were
drowned in the Loire. The unfortunates who perished in the
" noyades" were all Vendeans or suspected Yendean soldiers
or refractory priests. This rapid clearance of the prisons
left room for the arrest of the bulk of the bourgeois of
Nantes under the " law of suspects" and the system of
denunciations, and these new prisoners were reserved for the
guillotine. In all, according to the records, 323 persons
perished on the guillotine1 at Nantes, including most of the
former administrators of the Loire-Infdrieure and of the
municipal officers of Nantes, and on 7 Frimaire (27 November)
132 of the richest and most respectable bourgeois of Nantes
were sent to Paris, to be tried by a great Revolutionary
Tribunal there for an alleged conspiracy. But this carnage was
not sufficient for Carrier; he went to still further extremes,
supported by his creatures Goullin 2 and Forgey, and invented
a new mode of punishment, by which condemned prisoners
were tied hand and foot and thrown into the Loire, instead of
being drowned in a hulk. From this custom has arisen the
story of the horrible " republican marriages," when a man and
a woman were bound together naked and cast into the Loire.
Evidence was given of this abomination at the trial of Carrier,
and it found a place in the deed of accusation against the
proconsul drawn up by Rornme, but the evidence was very
slight, and the latest authority3 gives Carrier the credit of the

1  Berriat Saint-Prix, La Justice rfoolutionnaire dans les Provinces.
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